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GRIP Outreach For Youth announces Anwar Smith as Executive Director, first appointment
outside of original founding members

CHICAGO – Apr. 4, 2022 – Anwar Smith has been appointed Executive Director of GRIP Outreach For
Youth (GRIP), effective immediately, following an extensive search.
Smith will be the first Executive Director from outside the organization’s founding members. He will
succeed Sue Lee, who has served as Acting Executive Director for the past 18 months. As Executive
Director, Anwar is responsible for the company’s strategy, development and operations, reporting to the
Board of Directors.
The GRIP Board of Directors, in partnership with a search committee composed of former founders and
board members have sought a leader that personifies the vision and values of the organization. As Smith
moves into the Executive Director role, Sue Lee will also take on an elevated role of Senior Director,
Operations and Programming following her successful tenure as Acting Executive Director.
“Both the Board and I have confidence in Anwar Smith to lead GRIP into the future. We have been
incredibly impressed by Anwar and the spirit he will bring to the role,” said Dave Lew, Chairman of the
Board of Directors. “His personal and professional commitment to the city of Chicago, along with his
energy, leadership and deep experience in youth development, will help GRIP continue to grow and
further our impact in the city.”
Anwar has spent more than 20 years communicating God’s love and hope in urban, suburban and rural
settings both in the U.S. and abroad. He most recently served as Associate Pastor at Living Word
Church, and prior to that, was Managing Director of Program Operations for By The Hand Club for Kids in
Chicago. Anwar also previously served in multiple leadership roles at the Salvation Army and holds an
M.Ed in Educational Psychology from UIC and a BA in Christian Ministry from Taylor University. Anwar
currently resides in Lansing, IL with his wife, Michelle, and their two biological children. He and his wife
have been actively involved in foster care and have housed many children over the past 11 years.
“I am truly excited to return to a Christ-centered, youth-development organization in the city of Chicago
and to have the opportunity to build on the great foundation that GRIP has established,” said Smith. “I
look forward to continuing to serve the needs of the youth in our city through Life-on-Life relationships.”

About GRIP
At GRIP Outreach For youth, our mission is to invest in the lives of Chicago youth through
Christ-centered, Life-on-Life relationships. We have a vision for thousands upon thousands of kids to
grow into solid Christian adults who will positively impact and contribute to society, their communities,
their churches, and their families. GRIP strives to create a network of support for our youth, not simply by
serving them and their families in the home, but also by partnering with local churches in our outreach
programs, and by having a presence in the public schools, where our youth spend the majority of their
time. For more information, please visit www.gripyouth.com.
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